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July 19, 2017 

Via Electronic Mail and Overnight Delivery 

Greater Sage Grouse Review Team 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 

Washington D.C. 20240 

,. 
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Re: Economic Impacts of Greater Sage Grouse Federal Land Use Plans 

Dear Review Team: 

Western Energy Alliance (the Alliance) submits this letter and information for your 
consideration during your review of the greater sage-grouse (GrSG) federal land use plans 
pursuant to Secretarial Order 3349. 

The Alliance represents over 300 companies engaged in all aspects of environmentally 
responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas across the West. Alliance 
members are independents, the majority of which are small businesses with an average of 
fifteen employees. Our industry plays an important role in the economic wellbeing of the 
western States, and our production is a strong contributor toward American energy 
security. 

The oil and natural gas industry generates approximately 173,860 jobs in the 13 western 
states, and approximately 62% of these jobs (107,700} are located in four states where 

greater sage grouse are found: Montana, Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah. 

The economic benefits of oil and gas production in the West are significant. Western 
producers are proud to provide 21% of the nation's oil and 25% of natural gas production 

while impacting less than 0.07 percent of public lands. Our industry generates $84.3 billion 

in annual economic impact nationwide, and in 2016 the industry contributed $13.3 billion 
in taxes to local, state and federal governments. Onshore producers return $54.12 in 

royalties and lease revenues for each dollar spent by the government administering the 

federal onshore program. 

Economic Impact. The 2015 GrSG federal land use plans are severely restrictive and have 
tremendous detrimental economic and job impacts to the oil and gas industry. An 
economic analysis by John Dunham & Associates (JDA} reports that these restrictions will 

result in: 

•

• 

loss of approximately 9,276 oil and gas jobs;

reduced annual economic growth of approximately $2.4 billion· andI I 
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