
 
 

William Perry Pendley Is Unfit To Lead The Bureau Of 
Land Management 
 
William Perry Pendley Has A Long History Of Racism 
 
William Perry Pendley Worked With Noted Racist Kris Kobach To Defend 
Illegal Anti-Immigrant Ordinances In Hazleton, PA.  
 
In 2006, The Town Of Hazelton, PA Passed Draconian Ordinances Targeting 
Immigrant Communities And Was Sued By Civil Rights Lawyers. “Backed by 24 
lawyers from three civil rights organizations and five private law firms, 11 individuals 
and three businesses and charitable organizations filed a lawsuit against the city last 
week in federal court in Scranton, seeking to have the ordinance declared 
unconstitutional. The ordinance, passed in July, makes English the official language in 
the city, fines landlords $1,000 a day for knowingly renting to illegal aliens, and revokes 
business licenses of merchants who knowingly employ them.” [Wilkes Barre Times-
Leader, 08/21/06] 
 
William Perry Pendley Joined Anti-Immigrant Attorney Kris Kobach In Defending 
Hazleton’s Law. “The city has hired the U.S. Attorney General's former chief 
immigration law adviser to defend the city's Illegal Immigration Relief Act ordinance in 
court. Mayor Louis Barletta said on Sunday that he has also accepted offers of pro bono 
legal assistance on the case from two nonprofit legal foundations Mountain States Legal 
Foundation and the Federation for American Immigration Reform. [...] Barletta said he 
sought help from Kris W. Kobach, an immigration attorney and professor of law at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, and Kobach agreed to take the case.” 
[Wilkes Barre Times-Leader, 08/21/06] 
 
• Kris Kobach Is A Noted Racist Who Is Affiliated With Groups Identified By The 

Southern Poverty Law Center As Hate Groups. “On Oct. 25, Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach was a featured speaker at a ‘writers' workshop’ put on by the 
white nationalist The Social Contract Press (TSCP), according to a report from the 
Center for New Community. For an elected official, this is a problem. [...] Kobach’s 



closeness to hate groups runs far deeper than speaking to TSCP. For years, Kobach 
has worked as a lawyer for the legal arm of the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform (FAIR). The Southern Poverty Law Center has listed FAIR as a 
hate group since 2007—and for good reason.” [Southern Poverty Law Center, 
11/02/15] 

 
The Mayor Of Hazleton Said That Pendley And Kobach Were “The Best Immigration 
Law Team We Could Put Together.” “The city has hired the U.S. Attorney General's 
former chief immigration law adviser to defend the city's Illegal Immigration Relief Act 
ordinance in court. Mayor Louis Barletta said on Sunday that he has also accepted offers 
of pro bono legal assistance on the case from two nonprofit legal foundations Mountain 
States Legal Foundation and the Federation for American Immigration Reform. [...] 
Barletta said he sought help from Kris W. Kobach, an immigration attorney and 
professor of law at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, and Kobach 
agreed to take the case. [...] Barletta said Mountain States' president and chief legal 
officer William Perry Pendley flew in from Colorado and met with him on Friday to 
discuss the case. ‘I believe this is the best immigration law team we could put together. 
They're the top in their field and have vast experience in the issue,’ Barletta said.” 
[Wilkes Barre Times Leader, 08/21/06] 
 
Hazleton’s Law Was Illegal. Pendley And Kobach’s Effort To Defend It Failed In 
Federal Court. “The ACLU and the ACLU-PA, joined by the law firm Cozen O’Connor 
and public interest group Latino Justice, sued in August 2006 claiming the law was pre-
empted by federal immigration laws, failed to give parties harmed by the law 
procedural due process protections, violated various anti-discrimination laws and ran 
afoul of Pennsylvania law. A series of legal victories has blocked enforcement of the 
law.     In October 2006, we won an injunction blocking the law’s enforcement. After a 
two-week trial in 2007, a U.S. District Judge declared it unconstitutional. The Court of 
Appeals affirmed that decision in 2010. [...] On July 26, 2013, the Court of Appeals 
affirmed its original ruling, albeit under a refined analysis, that both IIRAO’s housing 
and employment provisions are incompatible with federal law.” [ACLU of 
Pennsylvania, accessed 10/30/19] 
 
While Defending Hazleton, William Perry Pendley Sent A Deceptive 
Fundraising Letter Filled With Extreme Anti-Immigrant Rhetoric. Even The 
Mayor Of Hazleton Distanced Himself From It.  
 
While Defending Hazleton’s Anti-Immigrant Ordinance, William Perry Sent A 
Deceptive Fundraising Solicitation Designed To Look As If It Came From The 
Town’s Mayor. “It looks like a letter sent from Mayor Lou Barletta. The mayor’s face 
and ‘Hazelton, PA.’ appear in the return address portion of the envelope. Under his 
name is this message: ‘The ACLU is suing my town for adopting a tough anti-illegal 
immigration law. Your help is needed.’ Inside the envelope, it becomes more clear that 
this is not a note sent from Hazelton or the mayor. It’s a fundraising effort from 



Mountain States Legal Foundation, a Colorado-based group giving free legal advice to 
the city to defend its illegal immigration ordinance. The money raised from the mailing 
does not go into Hazelton’s coffers, though.”  [The Scranton Times-Tribune, 04/18/07] 
 
… In The Letter, Pendley Claimed “Illegal Aliens” Were “Spreading Like A 
Cancer,” Hoping To Scare People Into Giving Money To His Firm, Lest They 
“Lose The Country We Love.”  
 
William Perry Pendley Said Donations To MSLF Were Necessary To Defend Against 
“The Pro-Illegal Alien Lobby.“ William Perry Pendley Said That “...the radical ACLU 
and various ethnic legal groups have sued Hazelton and Valley to stop the 
implementation of these new laws. MSLF is helping to represent Hazelton and Valley 
Park because it is critical we win this case against the ACLU and the pro-illegal alien 
lobby.” [William Perry Pendley Fundraising letter, accessed 10/28/19] 
 
• William Perry Pendley Said Hazleton Had Been “Overrun By Illegal Aliens.” 

William Perry Pendley Wrote, “The outcome of these court cases could even impact 
the ability of your city or town to combat illegal immigration because scores of other 
communities are awaiting the outcome of these cases before passing similar laws. 
Hazelton, PA is a nice town of just 31,000 people that has been overrun by illegal 
aliens overcrowding the schools, courtrooms, jails, and emergency rooms.” [William 
Perry Pendley Fundraising letter, accessed 10/28/19] 

 
• William Perry Pendley Said “Illegal Immigration Is Spreading Like A Cancer.” 

William Perry Pendley said, “You see, the problems of Hazelton or Valley Park faces 
could be in your community next because illegal immigration is spreading like a 
cancer. Partly this is because Mexico and some other governments promote and 
encourage illegal immigration into our country.” [William Perry Pendley 
Fundraising letter, accessed 10/28/19] 

 
• William Perry Pendley Said That “You And I Will Permanently Lose The County 

We Love” To “Angry Ethnic Separatist Groups” Unless Donations Were Made To 
MSLF. William Perry Pendley said, “Obviously, there are special interests selling the 
future of our nation ‘down the river,’ so to speak. These include businesses that hire 
illegals and angry ethnic separatist groups that protest and demand special rights 
for illegal aliens. If we allow this massive immigration to continue, you and I will 
permanently lose the country we love. Of course the ACLU and these radical ethnic 
interest groups love illegal immigration. What better way to turn America into a 
socialist, multicultural Tower of Babel’ than to have open borders?” [William Perry 
Pendley Fundraising letter, accessed 10/28/19] 

 
Pendley’s Claims Were So Extreme That Hazleton’s Mayor Distanced Himself 
From  Them, Saying “‘They’re Not Statements I Would Make.’” “Some of the 
messages it sends are not statements Mr. Barletta particularly wants to be associated 



with, he said Friday after reading the mailer for the first time. Among other assertions, 
the letter predicts the fall of America because of an influx of illegal immigrants, 
specifically, Mexicans. The mailing asks for money to help defend Hazelton and a town 
with a similar ordinance in Missouri. It contains two letters. [...] The other is from the 
president of the nonprofit foundation, William Perry Pendley, and it is more aggressive. 
It rails against Mexico and says open borders will lead to socialism and 
multiculturalism. ‘They’re not statements I would make,’ Mr. Barletta said. After 
predicting America’s demise, Mr. Pendley’s letter goes on to say those fighting Mr. 
Barletta’s ordinance ‘love illegal immigration.’ The next sentence asks: ‘What better way 
to turn America into a socialist, multicultural Tower of Babel than to have open 
borders?’ [...] Mr. Barletta said in his testimony Wednesday that Mr. Pendley helped 
draft recent versions of Hazelton’s ordinance.” [The Scranton Times-Tribune, 04/18/07] 
 
William Perry Pendley’s Office Deleted A “Critical Section” Of A Proposed 
Rule To Ensure Minority And Women-Owned Businesses Had A Seat At The 
Table  
 
The Interior Office For Equal Opportunity Criticized A Deletion Pendley’s Office 
Made On A Proposed Rule To Require Diversity In Contracting. The Interior Office 
For Equal Opportunity wrote a memo to Pendley’s office titled “Proposed Rule on 
Nondiscrimination in Offshore Activities.”  The memo reads, “My office reviewed the 
August 8, 1983 memorandum from the Acting Director, Minerals Management Service) 
to you, on the subject matter. While it is true that many companies, especially some of 
the large oil companies, have excellent minority business utilization programs, it is also 
true that other companies which are engaged in offshore activities do not have such 
programs. Therefore, we feel that the proposed rule is necessary. We note that MMS 
deleted a critical section of the proposed rule, 253.4(b)(6)(a), which states that the 
companies should analyze the circumstances and the extent to which non-competitive 
contracting practices can be used. The rationale given for this deletion is that ‘MMS is 
eliminating non-competitive procurement.” This is not a sound nor rational reason for 
this significant deletion. The fact that MMS is eliminating non-competitive procurement 
has absolutely nothing to do with private sector practices. If such practices are used by 
the private sector companies in their procurement actions, it is only reasonable for them 
to contract in such a manner with minority and women-owned companies. We suggest 
that the referenced section should not be deleted.” [Office of Equal Opportunity letter to 
The Under Secretary, 08/18/83] 
 



 
[Office of Equal Opportunity letter to The Under Secretary, 08/18/83] 
 
William Perry Pendley Wrote an Article Criticizing the U.S. Forest Service For 
Protecting Fifty Thousand Acres of the Bighorn National Forest Considered 
Sacred to Native Americans   
 
Pendley Criticized The U.S. Forest Service For Canceling A Timber Sale In The Bighorn 
National Forest In Deference To Native Americans Who Regarded A Portion Of The Forest 



As Sacred. He Wrote That The Allowances The Forest Service Had Previously Made For 
Native Americans In The Area Were “Extraordinary” And Implied It Was Ridiculous They 
Demanded More Protections. “Even these extraordinary allowances were not enough for the 
practitioners. They maintained that any activity to which they objected that was audible or 
visible from the Medicine Wheel would interfere with their religious practices. Specifically, they 
objected to timber harvesting and demanded the closure of huge portions of the Bighorn to that 
activity...Although the sale area was several miles north and outside of the twenty-thousand-
acre sacred site area, the sale would require timber hauling on a Forest Service road, a small 
portion of which was within the far eastern boundary of the sacred site area.”  [William Perry 
Pendley, “The Establishment Clause and the Closure of “Sacred” Public and Private Lands, 83 
Denv. U.L. Rev. 1023] 
 
William Perry Pendley Is A Frequent Critic Of Tribal Sovereignty Who Has 
Argued For Curtailing Tribes’ Legal Rights.  
 
William Perry Pendley Called For An End To Tribal Jurisdiction Over Non Tribal 
Members Who Commit Crimes On Indian Reservations. In an op-ed, William Perry 
Pendley wrote, “Given the court’s recent jurisprudence on the subject, a majority of the 
justices may be ready and willing to end all tribal jurisdiction over non-members with 
this case. It is long since time that they did so!” [Abbeville Meridional, 03/02/08] 
 
William Perry Pendley Is More Concerned With “State Sovereignty” Than Tribal 
Sovereignty. At a Steamboat Institute panel where Pendley was arguing for ceding 
public lands to states, William Perry Pendley said, “I saw the other day that Secretary of 
the Interior Sally Jewell went to appear before a tribal group-- a group of tribal leaders-- 
and she got real emotional over the need to protect tribal sovereignty. So I'm waiting for 
the day where she gets emotional over protecting state sovereignty, because that's 
exactly what's at stake.” [YouTube, 08/31/13] (34:40) 
 
William Perry Pendley Mused That The Reason Native Americans Are Allowed To 
Practice Traditional Practices On Park Service Land Is That The Federal Government 
Doesn’t “Have To Worry About Anyone Converting.” William Perry Pendley said, “‘If 
the Park Service allowed Mormon missionaries at Devils Tower to proselytize, how 
long would it take for the ACLU to get down to the courthouse? But they hire American 
Indians to educate visitors on their belief system because maybe they don’t have to  
worry about anyone converting.” [Salt Lake Tribune, 05/04/98] 
 
Pendley Made “Significant” Contributions to The Publications Of Nazi 
Sympathizer and Conspiracy Theorist Lyndon LaRouche. 
 
Acting Bureau Of Land Management (BLM) Director William Perry Pendley Wrote 
For 21st Century Science & Technology, A Magazine Of Lyndon LaRouche. “William 
Perry Pendley, a top Trump administration official in charge of managing one-tenth of 
all land in the United States, is a past contributor to 21st Century Science & Technology, 



a fringe magazine of the late cult leader, convicted fraudster and paranoid conspiracy 
theorist Lyndon LaRouche.” [Huffington Post, 10/28/19] 
 
• Magazine Was A “Go-To Platform” For The “Wise-Use Movement”. A Group Of 

Anti-Government Organizations That Pushed Mining, Drilling And Logging On 
Federal Lands. “The magazine was also a go-to platform for the so-called “Wise-Use 
movement,” a group of anti-government organizations pushing to boost mining, 
drilling and logging on federal lands while deriding environmentalists as domestic 
terrorists. Pendley, a conservative lawyer with extreme anti-government and anti-
environmentalism views, was a key figure in that movement as it gained 
momentum in the 1980s.”  [Huffington Post, 10/28/19] 

 
• Pendley Wrote For The Magazine While He Was President At The Mountain 

States Legal Foundation (MSLF). “Pendley wrote two pieces for 21st Century 
Science & Technology in the early 1990s when he was president of the right-wing 
nonprofit Mountain States Legal Foundation. The magazine was part of a network 
of LaRouche publications and chock full of pseudoscience, climate change denial 
and wild conspiracy theories. Its website, which is still live, features sections on 
“Global Warming Fraud” and calls for bringing back DDT, a banned toxic 
insecticide. LaRouche embraced a frenzy of conspiracy theories, contending that 
Queen Elizabeth is an international drug trafficker, that AIDS is spread by 
mosquitos, that former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger was a Soviet agent, 
and that the rock band The Beatles was ‘a product shaped according to British 
Psychological Warfare Division specifications.’”  [Huffington Post, 10/28/19] 

 
• Pendley’s Writings Appeared When LaRouche Was In Prison. “Pendley’s pieces 

appeared in the magazine at the time that LaRouche was serving a federal prison 
sentence in Minnesota for fraud and conspiracy.”  [Huffington Post, 10/28/19] 

 
William Perry Pendley Has Repeatedly Worked On Litigatory Efforts To Roll 
Back Civil Rights, Including Affirmative Action. 
 
William Perry Pendley Has Been Involved In Litigation Over Civil Rights Issues, 
Including Affirmative Action. These cases include: 
 
• A 2005 case where plaintiffs sued over the at-large method of electing the Board of 

County Commissioners in Fremont County, Wyoming, on the grounds it diluted the 
voting strength of Native Americans. Pendley and MSLF represented the 
defendants. [Large et al v. Fremont County Wyoming et al, 2:2005cv00270] 

 
• A 2006 case challenging Arizona's Proposition 200, which contained voter 

registration and identification provisions. Plaintiffs alleged Prop 2000 imposed 
restrictions on voter registration and voting, Pendley and MSLF represented Yes on 



Proposition 200, which was an intervenor defendant on the case. [Gonzalez, et al. v. 
State of Arizona, et al., 2:2006cv01268] 

 
• A 2006 case where  the plaintiffs sued the City of Hazleton over the "Illegal 

Immigration Relief Act Ordinance." The plaintiffs alleged that the ordinance was 
poorly drafted and the consequences included certain people would be unable to 
live, work, shop or secure services in Hazleton without a US birth certificate or 
immigration papers in hand and infringed on federal law. It also placed a burden on 
individuals including business owners and landlords to demand proof of 
immigration status to avoid fines or to deny services to lawful residents. Pendley 
and MSLF represented the City Of Hazleton, which was a defendant in this case. 
[Lozano et al v. City of Hazleton, 3:2006cv01586] 

 
• An ongoing case filed in 2016 where the plaintiff alleged that the FAA discriminated 

against him on the basis of race and gender by changing its Air Traffic Controller 
hiring practices to achieve more diversity. According to the complaint, the FAA 
purged its Qualified Applicant Register and adopted a new hiring practice for air 
traffic controllers and refused to accept the outcome of a race-neutral hiring process 
solely because of the racial makeup of the successful applicants. Pendley and MSLF 
represented the plaintiffs. [Brigida V. United States Department Of Transportation et 
al, 1:2016cv02227] 

 
o In Pendley’s own words: “This particular case, like others in which the 

Mountain States Legal Foundation was involved, concerned national issues, in 
this case, the Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause, in which I argued that race-
based decision making by governments (so-called ‘affirmative action’” or 
‘reverse discrimination’) is unconstitutional.” [Denver Post, 08/30/19] 

 
In Pendley’s own words: “We have the most diverse background of people: Asians, 
Latinos, we have an American Indian, women, who applied, were deemed ‘super 
qualified’ and ready to be hired, and then told, ‘no, we’re going to hire people off the 
street. We’re going to hire people who graduated from high school, who speak English, 
and are US citizens.’ As a friend of mine, our co-attorney in the case, Michael Pearson 
from Arizona said, ‘It’s like the VA telling people they will hire doctors out of high 
school and train them on the job.’ It’s insane and it places all people who fly in this 
country at great risk.” [SoundCloud, 06/28/18] (03:08) 
 
William Perry Pendley Says It Is A “Tragedy” That “The Minority Community 
Loves Obama.”  
 
William Perry Pendley Says “The Great Tragedy Of Obama” Is “That The Minority 
Community Loves Obama.” “The great tragedy of Obama, in my view, is that the 
minority community loves Obama. But he’s really (unintelligible) with regard to his 



economic policies, with his unemployment rate, and of course the gas revival is one 
example of how Reagan policies can bring economic (unintelligible.) ” [YouTube, 
07/17/13] (06:20) 
 
William Perry Pendley Has Repeated Made Extremist Comments 
About The Agency He Now Runs And Other Federal Employees 
 
William Perry Pendley Said The Agency He Runs Is “The Worst Neighbor You 
Can Imagine” And That USFWS Lack “Scientific Background” And “Adult 
Supervision.”  
 
William Perry Pendley, On A Radio Show, Said The BLM Is “A Very Bad Neighbor.” 
Pendley said, “a very bad neighbor. The worst neighbor you can imagine: The United 
States Government. We represent a man named Michael Whitehead. He came here from 
Alabama in 1985. Bought a little old mining cabin built in 1890 on Four Mile Canyon 
Drive, about 10 miles west of the Boulder Library. Unfortunately for him, it turned out 
for him his next-door neighbor was the Bureau of Land Management. 
[Mandy Connell Radio Show, 02/21/18]  (72:29) 
 
• William Perry Pendley Sarcastically Called BLM “A Fine Agency.” In remarks to 

the Texas Public Policy Foundation, William Perry Pendley said, “Usually when I 
talk to a Texas audience, I have to explain about the BLM. But you have the Red 
River controversy, in which Rob has involved the foundation, and so you know 
what a fine agency is the BLM.” [YouTube, 01/18/16] (35:30) 

 
William Perry Pendley Said That USFWS Staff Were “Without Adult Supervision” 
And “Lacked The Scientific Background” To Work On Endangered Species Act 
Matters.“ Pendley claimed those behind the scenes at the Fish and Wildlife Service were 
without adult supervision and lacked the scientific background to work on the issue 
resulting in action that did not make sense. As an example, he pointed out a species 
could go on the list because it was endangered in the US, but have plentiful numbers 
across the southern and northern borders -- depending on the species.” [Mining 
Quarterly, Spring 2014] 
 
William Perry Pendley Believed The Bureau Of Land Management Should 
“Sell All BLM Lands” East Of Mississippi. 
 
Acting Bureau Of Land Management (BLM) Director William Perry Pendley’s Own 
Notes Say “Sell All BLM Lands E. Of Miss.” “Ever since Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt's decision last month to name self-proclaimed sagebrush rebel William Perry 
Pendley as the temporary leader of the Bureau of Land Management, the Trump 
administration has been fighting allegations that it is open to selling off the nation's 
public lands. But nearly four decades ago — during his first year as a top official under 
Reagan administration Interior Secretary James Watt — Pendley's own notes show he 



would propose doing just that. ‘Sell all BLM lands E. of Miss.," Pendley wrote in a 1981 
note archived at the University of Wyoming's American Heritage Center.” [E&E News, 
08/30/19] 
 

 
• Notes Are Part Of Pendley’s Archive From His Time Working Under The Reagan 

Administration. “The note is part of a trove of documents Pendley donated to his 
alma mater after working under the Reagan administration from 1981 to 1984, 30 
boxes of correspondence, speeches and notes that paint a picture of a man eager to 
make an impact for his own Western priorities.” [E&E News, 08/30/19] 

 
Pendley Urged Reagan Administration To Reconsider Withdrawal Of Public Lands. 
“In another memo to Watt in June 1981, Pendley urged the Reagan administration to 
reconsider withdrawals of public lands, pointing in particular to the wilderness reviews 
conducted under the then still relatively new Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act.” [E&E News, 08/30/19] 
 
Pendley Wrote That All Interior Agencies Should Identify 5% of Lands That 
Would Be Suitable For Sale 
 
Pendley Notes Include A Proposal That Reagan Administration Would Eventually 
Implement. “In addition to the potential sell-off of lands managed by BLM across the 
31 states east of the Mississippi River, Perry's notes include a proposal that the Reagan 
administration would eventually adopt.” [E&E News, 08/30/19] 
 
Pendley Notes Say Agencies Should Identify 5% Of Land Not Necessary For Sale. 
“The next line in Pendley's notes reads: ‘all Dpt agencies id 5% suitable not nec. for 
sale.’” [E&E News, 08/30/19] 
 



 
Reagan Interior Secretary James Watt Announced Sale Of 5% Or 35 Million Acres Of 
Public Lands. In June 1982, Watt announced the federal government planned to sell off 
5%, or 35 million acres, of public lands over several years. [E&E News, 08/30/19] 
 
William Perry Pendley Says “Deep State” Unions Are “Running… Federal 
Agencies.”  
 
William Perry Pendley Blames The “Deep State” And Unions For Promoting 
Diversity At Federal Agencies. While describing a lawsuit he was engaged in with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), William Perry Pendley Said, “They knew that 
the original program was incredibly diverse. The FAA’s own studies revealed that at 
that very time, 11.5 percent of the people in the academic pipeline were African 
American, which was higher than the civilian workforce. So they knew that the 
university program that the FAA had in place since 1991 achieved racial diversity, 
ethnic diversity. They knew it was working, but not enough to suit them, and not 
enough, frankly, to suit the union. The union was in pursuit of the kinds of people, high 
school graduates, who would sign up, become a member of the union, and pay the 
dues. And today, as we’ve seen with the deep state, it’s the union that is running these 
federal agencies.” [SoundCloud, 06/28/18] (07:10)  
 
In Describing The Same Lawsuit, William Perry Pendley Echoed His Former Boss 
James Watt, Who Had To Resign As Secretary Of The Interior After Fallout From An 
Insensitive Comment He Made Bragging About The Department’s Diversity. While 
describing the clients in his FAA lawsuit, William Perry Pendley said, “We have the 
most diverse background of people: Asians, Latinos, we have an American Indian, 
women, who applied, were deemed ‘super qualified’ and ready to be hired, and then 
told, ‘no, we’re going to hire people off the street. We’re going to hire people who 
graduated from high school, who speak English, and are US citizens.’ As a friend of 
mine, our co-attorney in the case, Michael Pearson from Arizona said, ‘It’s like the VA 
telling people they will hire doctors out of high school and train them on the job.’ It’s 



insane and it places all people who fly in this country at great risk.” [SoundCloud, 
06/28/18] (03:08) 
 
William Perry Pendley Wants To Get Rid of National Monuments 
and the Antiquities Act 
 
William Perry Pendley Called For Revoking Monument Designations 
	 
William Perry Pendley Called on President Trump to Revoke Monuments 
Designations. On February 1st, 2017, Pendley wrote a column in the Washington 
Examiner that said Trump could “rob President Obama of his sole surviving legacy” by 
“vacating two national monuments designated by Obama in 2016 and an especially 
egregious one designated by President Clinton in 1996.” Pendley then describes the 
history of the Antiquities Act, and claimed “Obama thumbed his nose at all Utahns 
with his 1.35 million acre Bear Ears National Monument.” Pendley claimed that Trump 
had the ability without question to “vacate the actions of his predecessors” and that 
both “Clinton and Obama far exceeded their authority under the Antiquities Act.” The 
opinion piece concluded: “Meanwhile, Congress should repeal the Antiquities Act to 
prevent lawlessness by any future president who views rural Americans with disdain.” 
[Washington Examiner, 02/01/17] 
 
William Perry Pendley Has Repeatedly Called For Repealing The Antiquities 
Act  
 
William Perry Pendley’s Twitter Account (@Sagebrush_Rebel) Has Multiple Quote 
Tweets Where He Explicitly Calls For Repealing The Antiquities Act. 
 
On March 11th, 2019, Pendley quote tweeted another user discussing updating the 
Antiquities Act and wrote: “Repeal it. It made sense in 1906, but did not make sense 
after 1977.”  



 
[“How faith, medical progress, a dedicated surgeon, and a western hospital saved my 
life,” Washington Examiner, 05/01/19, Tweet by William Perry Pendley, accessed 
03/11/19] 
  
On March 28th, 2019, Pendley quote tweeted another user discussing revising the 
Antiquities Act and wrote: “Don’t revise. Repeal!”  



 
[“How faith, medical progress, a dedicated surgeon, and a western hospital saved my 
life,” Washington Examiner, 05/01/19, Tweet by William Perry Pendley, accessed 
03/29/19] 
 
On May 3rd, 2019, Pendley quote tweeted another user sharing a Daily Caller article 
written by Rob Bishop stating, “It’s Time For Congress To Reform The Antiquities Act” 
and wrote: “Not reform. Repeal!”  

 



[“How faith, medical progress, a dedicated surgeon, and a western hospital saved my 
life,” Washington Examiner, 05/01/19, “REP. BISHOP: It’s Time For Congress To 
Reform The Antiquities Act, Daily Caller, 05/02/19, Tweet by William Perry Pendley, 
accessed 05/03/19] 
 
William Perry Pendley Repeatedly Attacked Conservation Laws 
 
William Perry Pendley Says The Endangered Species Act Is 
“Unconstitutional” And Advocates For Property Owners To Shoot And Bury 
Endangered Animals They Encounter.  
 
William Perry Pendley Says The Endangered Species Act Is “Unconstitutional.” “I 
want to talk briefly about the Endangered Species Act. I cover the Endangered Species 
Act and all the problems with that statute in my book. I urge you to take a look at it. It is 
a very flawed statute it has no scientific basis, it's not being applied scientifically. 
Originally, it was supposed to cover a hundred species. We got a thousand on it now, 
headed for two or three thousand. It was supposed to only be on federal lands. Now it's 
public lands to coast to coast, border to border, and if it ever affected private property, 
well we were supposed to be paid just compensation. Nobody has been paid. There's 
lots of problems with it, but let me just tell you one: It's unconstitutional. (applause) 
Yeah, thanks so much. It's unconstitutional.” [YouTube, 08/31/13] (47:01) 
 
William Perry Pendley’s Advice To Landowners When They Find An Endangered 
Animal Is To “Shoot, Shovel, And Shut Up.” "Let me speak briefly about the 
Endangered Species Act. It was written back in the 1970s. it was supposed to protect a 
hundred species. Today, we've got about 2,000 on it and we're going north. We've gone 
from protecting the warm and fuzzies to protecting the cold and slimies. Second, it was 
supposed to apply only to only to a federal land. Today, it applies to private property 
coast to coast, border to border. Which leads us here in the west to say what? Shoot, 
shovel, and shut up if you encounter one of those critters on your property. And that, 
by the way, is not legal advice." [YouTube, 11/07/14] (00:17:43) 
 
William Perry Pendley Opposes The National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), America’s Landmark Environmental Planning Law.  
 
William Perry Pendley Says NEPA Is Responsible For Letting A “Whack-O Lady” 
Influence Federal Policy. “Let me give you a NEPA example. Several years ago, we 
wanted to drill for oil and gas in Montana in an area where everybody knew there was 
oil and gas. All we had to do was drill. We weren’t going to drill in the national forest. 
We were going to drill offsite, and because of technology, drill underneath and capture 
that gas. Well, all the environmental crazies in the country went nuts. And they wrote 
in all these letters. One of my favorites came from a whack-o lady from Ohio who had 
never been to Montana. And she wrote this: ‘I’ve never been to Montana, and I’ve never 
been to this area. However, I’ve read the book The Horse Whisperer, and it sounds like 



a beautiful piece of country, and certainly not the kind of place to drill for oil and gas. 
And based on these and other whacky writings, the forest supervisor, honest-to-gosh, 
her name was Laura, said ‘No, we can’t drill for oil up there in the national forest.’ And 
based on NEPA, she made that decision. We see these kinds of decisions being made all 
across the country.” [YouTube, 07/12/09] (01:10) 
 
William Perry Pendley Has A Long History Of Radical Rhetoric 
Supporting Land Transfer Extremists And Attacking 
Conservationists 
 
William Perry Pendley Is Sympathetic To The Bundys And Their Armed 
Standoffs With Federal Agencies 
 
William Perry Pendley Is An “Outspoken Supporter Of Cliven Bundy.” “Pendley is, 
as The Washington Post recently noted, an ‘anti-government zealot.’ Don’t take our 
word for that, or the Post’s. Read Mr. Pendley’s own writings. He has written books 
such as ‘War on the West: Government Tyranny on America’s Great Frontier.’ He is an 
outspoken supporter of Cliven Bundy and his clan. If Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt had named grazing-fee scofflaw Bundy himself to head the BLM, it would 
hardly be more outrageous than naming Pendley to the post. This is a man who says he 
believes that the founding fathers intended that all federal land should be sold. 
‘Westerners know that only getting title to much of the land in the West will bring real 
change,’ he has written.” [Montana Standard, 08/18/19] 
 
William Perry Pendley Shares The Bundys’ Core Belief: That The Government 
Has No Right To Own Public Land   
  
The Bundys’ Armed Standoffs Were Motivated By A Belief That The Federal 
Government Has No Legal Right To Own Land. “The idea, which would radically 
reshape the West, is one that resonates with the armed group of ranchers and 
antigovernment activists who seized control of a wildlife refuge in Oregon more than a 
week ago. Ammon Bundy, the crew’s leader and the scion of a Nevada ranching family 
steeped in disputes with the federal government, said he and his sympathizers had 
gone to Oregon to give the refuge back to local ranchers.” [New York Times, 01/10/16]  
  
• Ammon Bundy Tested His Legal Theory In Court, But A Judge Said The 

Argument Is “Simply Delusional.” A judge has dismissed a lawsuit filed by cattle 
rancher Cliven Bundy seeking to have the 59 million acres of federal land within 
Nevada’s borders declared state property, calling the legal argument ‘simply 
delusional.’ Nevada Circuit Court Judge Jim Crockett ruled that the federal-versus-
state lands issue had been decided in three previous cases involving Mr. Bundy, 
who has feuded with the federal government over his grazing allotment for 20 years. 
‘It is simply delusional to maintain that all public land within the boundaries of 



Nevada belongs to the state of Nevada,’ said Judge Crockett in the April 1 ruling, 
which was made public Tuesday.” [Associated Press, 04/10/19]  

  
William Perry Pendley Agrees With The Bundys’ Delusion That The Federal 
Government Is Legally Required To Not Own Public Land. In an op-ed titled “The 
Federal Government Should Follow the Constitution and Sell its Western Lands,” 
William Perry Pendley wrote, “The Founding Fathers intended all lands owned by the 
federal government to be sold. After all, jurisdiction over real property, that is, property 
law, was given to the states.” The op-ed was published during the Bundys’ armed 
occupation of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. [National Review, 01/19/16]  
 
William Perry Pendley Was Sympathetic To Cliven Bundy’s 2014 Armed 
Standoff In Clark County, Nevada  
 
William Perry Pendley Wrote An Op-Ed Sympathizing With Cliven Bundy’s 2014 
Armed Standoff. William Perry Pendley, in 2014, wrote an opinion piece for the 
National Review titled “Bundy Ranch Standoff Could Spark New Sagebrush 
Rebellion.” In the article, Pendley expressed sympathy for Cliven Bundy’s 2014 stand-
off in Clark County, Nevada, blaming the debacle on a “‘war on the West” waged by 
Presidents Carter, Clinton, and Obama. [National Review, 04/16/14] 
 
William Perry Pendley Was Sympathetic To Ammon Bundy’s 2016 Armed 
Standoff At The Malheur Wildlife Refuge  
 
In 2014, The Bundy Family And Other Armed Militia Seized The Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge, Threatening Violence And Saying They Would Not Leave Until 
Dwight And Steven Hammond Be Released From Jail. “The Bundy family of Nevada 
joined with hard-core militiamen Saturday to take over the headquarters of the Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge, vowing to occupy the remote federal outpost 30 miles 
southeast of Burns for years. The occupation came shortly after an estimated 300 
marchers -- militia and local citizens both -- paraded through Burns to protest the 
prosecution of two Harney County ranchers, Dwight Hammond Jr. and Steven 
Hammond, who are to report to prison on Monday. Among the occupiers is Ammon 
Bundy, son of Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy, and two of his brothers […] Ryan Bundy 
said there were no hostages, but the group is demanding that the Hammonds be 
released and the federal government relinquish control of the Malheur National Forest. 
He said many would be willing to fight -- and die, if necessary -- to defend what they 
see as constitutionally protected rights for states, counties and individuals to manage 
local lands [The Oregonian, 01/02/16] 
 
William Perry Pendley Wrote An Op-Ed Demanding Donald Trump Pardon The 
Hammonds. William Perry Pendley, in May 2018, wrote an op-ed for Fox News titled 
“Trump Should Pardon Oregon Ranchers.” In it, Pendley wrote, “The Hammonds are 
the victims of one of the most egregious, indefensible and intolerable instances of 



prosecutorial misconduct in history. Their situation cries out for justice that can come 
only from President Trump.” [Fox News, 05/19/18] 
 
• William Perry Pendley Believes That The Hammonds Were “Wronged In A Case 

Of Theft.” For a July 31, 2018 column for the Washington Examiner, Pendley wrote 
about Dwight and Steven Hammond, father and son ranchers from Oregon who had 
been sentenced to five years in prison in 2015 for setting a fire that spread from their 
ranch that spread onto public lands. The Hammonds would be pardoned by Donald 
Trump on July 10th, 2018. Pendley quoted The Wall Street Journal’s commentary on 
the matter, that said the efforts to drive away the Hammonds and other ranchers 
was because the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) had “mismanaged water to let 
ranchlands flood.” He went on to claim the Hammonds were not the only ones 
“wronged in a case of ‘theft by flooding.’” [Washington Examiner 07/31/08] 

 
William Perry Pendley Said Conservationists Were “No Different From Hitler’s 
Brownshirts.” 
 
William Perry Pendley Said That Animal Rights Activists Are No “Different From 
Hitler’s Brownshirts.” “Last week, as animal rights activists prepared for today’s 
march in the nation’s capital, Health and Human Services Secretary Louis Sullivan 
called some of them ‘nothing more than animal rights terrorists.’ Critics of the eco-
radicals are beginning to fight back. The Denver-based MSLF, formerly headed by one-
time Interior Secretary James Watt, has set up a hotline for vandalism reports. ‘I don’t 
think these people are any different from Hitler’s brownshirts, who dragged people out 
of their stores and beat them so they wouldn’t open the next day,’ said William Perry 
Pendley, president of the foundation.” Pendley was referring specifically to the group 
“Earth First.” [The Pittsburgh Press, 06/10/90] 
 
In November 2018, William Perry Pendley Called Peaceful Louisiana Protesters 
Attempting To Block A Pipeline “Domestic Terrorists.” Pendley linked to a Daily 
Caller article about protesters attempting to block a pipeline in his November 12tht, 2018 
tweet that said: “A return to the bad days in the 1990s when radical environmentalists 
sabotaged logging equipment and endangered the lives of working men and women in 
the Mountain West and Pacific Northwest.  Shame on these domestic terrorists.” [Tweet 
by William Perry Pendley, 11/12/18] 
 



 
 

William Perry Pendley Said Environmentalists Are “No Longer Concerned 
About Human Beings” 
 
Pendley Asserted In An Interview That Environmentalists Are “No Longer 
Concerned About Human Beings.” “And in a 2013 interview with the Federalist 
Society, Pendley asserted that “the environmental community is no longer concerned 
about human beings.’” [Huffington Post, 10/28/19] 
 
Misc. 
 
William Perry Pendley Loves To Sue The Federal Government.  
 



. 
Casper Star Tribune, 12/09/92 

 
William Perry Pendley Says Mountain States Legal Foundation Only Does “One 
Thing And That’s Sue The Federal Government.” William Perry Pendley said, “‘At 
Mountain States Legal Foundation we only do one thing and that’s sue the federal 
government… Somebody has to do it.’” [Elko Daily Free Press, 12/04/00] 


